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Waves of Mercy

Since signing on as a third-engineer with Mercy Ships, Ananda 
Samaraweera — a Sri Lankan by birth — has sailed both sides of the 

Atlantic Ocean . . . and into a closer relationship with God. 
 On his original application in 1991, he wrote: “I’m not a Christian . . .  
but I like the work that you do.  I’m a humanist.  I like to help people.”  
Nevertheless, Ananda battled a deep-seated bitterness about life.   
 Two weeks later, he boarded the Mercy Ship Good Samaritan — and 
would never be the same again.  Moved by faith’s healing power, he completed 
a training program and was baptized soon after — in the Amazon River! 
 Now full of joy and peace, Ananda spends off-duty hours showing the 
Jesus movie in communities where the Africa Mercy is docked. 
 “I believe we are all created for a purpose.  Some get to know their 
purpose earlier,” he says.  “I got to know my purpose later.”   
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Faith 
Sustains 
a Family 

During 
a Long 

Journey to 
Mercy

‘My Son Has Life!’

Mercy Ships Third-Engineer
CREATED FOR A PURPOSE: Once resentful and full of anger, Ananda Samaraweera says the power 
of faith in Jesus he has witnessed as a Mercy Ships engineer has healed him of his bitterness.

To make a donation or to learn more about Mercy Ships, visit online at www.mercyships.org or e-mail us at info@mercyships.org.

hen local doctors said they could 
do nothing for 18-month-old 

Cyrus, his parents cried out to God for 
a surgeon who could remove the tumor 
protruding from the infant’s neck. 
 “To see our baby looking like he did 
. . . no one wants to have that.  We just 
prayed God would intervene in some 
way,” says Mary, the baby’s mother. 
 Their prayers were answered with 
news that a Mercy Ship was coming  
to Liberia.  
 “When I first saw the hospital ship 
I was amazed!” Mary laughs.  “I was 
overcome with joy and just prayed the 
surgeons really could help my son.” 
 And the surgeons did, removing 
the tumor at no charge, thanks to the 
generosity of Mercy Ships donors who 
help keep the mission afloat. 
 Once unable to even hold up his 
head, Cyrus now moves freely as he 
scrambles around on the floor of a 

hospital playroom, collecting bricks to 
build a tower. 
 Thanks to generous supporters, the 
Lord moved through Mercy Ships to 
transform the child’s life.  As his mother 
considers the answer to her prayers, she 
exclaims simply: “Praise God!  Praise 
God!  Praise God!”   

A Family Calls Out to God
Their prayers are answered through the arrival of a Mercy Ship.

AFTER

A family’s trek across two African  
 nations left them penniless and far 

from home, yet filled with gratitude for 
the generosity, love, and care that healed 
their infant son. 
 Finella recalls the reaction she faced 
after the birth of her son, Tamba, whose 
forehead was disfigured by a large 
tumor.  “Throw the child away,” was the 
painful advice Finella received. 
 Unwilling to abandon their suffering 
baby, Finella and her husband, Ishaka, 
took him from their village in Sierra Leone 
to Freetown, the capital.  There they 

spent their savings on useless medicines.  
 Still, they refused to give up hope 
and were blessed with a miracle.  
 Dr. Sandra Lako at the New 
Steps Centre, a Mercy Ships clinic in 
Freetown, helped them get to the Africa 
Mercy docked in Liberia, nearly 250 
miles away, where surgeons saved the 
boy’s life. 
 Today, Tamba sleeps peacefully on 
his hospital bed while his father marvels.  
“I just cannot say thank you enough,” he 
says of Mercy Ships.  “Financially I lost 
everything, but now my son has life.”   

BEFORE: Although they were urged 
to abandon their son, faith led them 
hundreds of miles from their remote 
village to the Africa Mercy, where 
surgeons removed the congenital tumor 
from the infant’s forehead.

AFTER: “Now I truly know there is a 
God who cares for me and my family,” 
says Ishaka who, with his wife, Finella, 
are overwhelmed by the love and 
acceptance of Mercy Ships supporters, 
crew, and surgeons who saved the life 
of their son, Tamba.
 

BEFORE

A Family Calls Out to God

BEFORE: Disfigured by a tumor that prevented him 
from holding his head upright, Cyrus’s future was 
uncertain until his parents called out to God for help 
and found their prayers answered through the arrival 
of a Mercy Ship.

AFTER: After a yearlong convalescence, Cyrus now 
scuttles about like any other toddler, pulling himself 
upright and laughing with glee, all thanks to the 
generosity of Mercy Ships supporters and the Africa 
Mercy’s all-volunteer crew.
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the Observation Deck
f I described the medical situation in 
Liberia, you might think the statistics 
were made up. 

 You might not believe 
there are only a few dozen 
doctors to care for the 3.3 
million people, or that 
many of the hospitals were 
destroyed or made  
inoperable by two decades 
of civil war.   
 But Liberia is slowly 
recovering from their 
lengthy civil war, and a 
new day is dawning in this 
precious country.
 I knew we had to 
return right away when 
Liberian President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf invited the 
Africa Mercy to return to 
partner with the Ministry of 
Health, local churches, and 
recovering hospitals to meet the urgent 
needs of the Liberian people.

 We are honored for this opportunity 
to deliver hope and healing to the 

weary, suffering children 
and worried families.  To 
the sick and desperate who 
live in Liberia and other 
West African countries, the 
arrival of the Africa Mercy 
is the long-awaited answer 
to the prayers and the vision 
of a brighter future.
 Your prayers and 
support, and the generosity 
of thousands of people 
worldwide who share your 
compassion, make it  
possible for Mercy Ships 
to provide free care to the 
forgotten poor.  
 I’ve heard hope reborn 
among the people of West 
Africa when they cry out: 
Mercy’s On Its Way!  To 

them, you and I can now call back: 
Mercy Has Returned!   

DON STEPHENS — FOUNDER / PRESIDENT, MERCY SHIPS

Mercy Returns!

Mercy Ships meets  
fundraising standards of  
the ECFA (Evangelical Council  
for Financial Accountability).  
Mercy Ships does not  
sell donor names.
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Show mercy  
and compassion  
to one another.
—Zechariah 7:9b  

About  
Mercy Ships
WHO ARE WE?
While in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, in 1977,  
Don Stephens initiated the 
process that led to the 
founding of Mercy Ships.  
Don formed and led a team 
that surveyed suitable 
ocean liners to fulfill the 
dream of a Mercy Ship to 
serve the world’s poor.   
On October 5, 1978, the 
dream became a reality 
with the purchase of the 
Italian liner Victoria for $1 
million.  Rechristened as 
the Anastasis, this ship 
became the first hospital 
ship of the fleet, bringing 
hope and healing to the 
forgotten poor for another 
29 years.  Don and  
his wife, Deyon, lived 
onboard for 10 years 
rearing their family of  
four children.  The book 
Ships of Mercy details the 
remarkable journey.

OUR MISSION
Mercy Ships, a global 
charity, has operated a  
fleet of hospital ships 
in developing nations 
since 1978.  Following 
the example of Jesus, 
Mercy Ships brings hope 
and healing to the poor, 
mobilizing people and 
resources worldwide.

OUR VISION
Mercy Ships seeks  
to become the face of  
love in action, bringing 
hope and healing to  
the poor.

OUR VALUES
Desiring to follow the 
example of Jesus,  
we seek to: 
1.  Love God.
2.  Love and serve others.
3.  Be people of integrity.
4.   Be people of excellence 

in all we say and do.

P.O. Box 2020 
Garden Valley, TX 75771
www.mercyships.org
(1-800-772-SHIP)
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Mercy Ships Responds  
to a Presidential Call for Aid

I
The work of Mercy 

Ships to help 

Liberia rebuild its 

healthcare system 

will have a lasting 

impact, but there 

are thousands of 

children who are 

suffering right now.
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MONROVIA, Liberia — For the fourth 
time, Mercy Ships has returned to the 
Port of Monrovia, supplying hope 

and healing to thousands of people who live 
in one of the poorest regions on earth. 
 As Liberia rebuilds a healthcare system 
ravaged by 20 years of civil war, “the Africa 
Mercy offers an indispensable bridge by 
responding to individual medical crises,” says 
Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf,  
who personally requested the return of the 
hospital ship. 
 The Africa Mercy is projected to provide 
7,000 procedures during her 10-month stay 
in Liberia, transforming the lives of men, 
women, and children who are suffering and 
even dying for lack of sufficient medical help. 
 Thanks to your compassion, prayers, and 
generosity, Africa Mercy’s crew will provide 
those desperately needed medical services 
free of charge.  We will also train and mentor 
Liberian clinicians and scientists as well as 
support construction and renovation of health 
facilities to provide ongoing healing.  Thank 
you, Mercy Ships supporters!   

The Africa Mercy returns to Liberia as thousands more seek urgent medical help

Give hope and healing to the 
forgotten poor!  Simply return the 
enclosed reply card with your gift.  

The need is more urgent than ever 
before, so please do not delay!

MY RESPONSE TO MERCY’S RETURN . . .

YES!  Waves of Mercy
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